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"H'm," Ito snorted. "The average man, the ordinary person, doesn't
know what's good or what's bad. He doesn't know anything, anyway.
He can be booted around-"
"Genro," Saionji smiled, but answered firmly, Tm sorry, but there
you Genros and I differ as heaven and earth. I may be mistaken-"
"You must be, Saionji-san," Ito said amiably.
"Under your leadership a new class has been created in our country.
These people enjoy exceptional privileges, they control the nation's
affairs, they exploit the masses, and they monopolize social opportuni-
ties to gain closer contact with the Imperial Family—"
"Why not?" Ito thrust out his chin.
"My idea is to bring all Nipponese subjects and the Imperial Family
closer together, thereby creating a really strong father and son, or con-
siderate master and faithful subject, relationship."
"Inouye, I think you're right, Saionji-san is becoming a Socialist.
He is ready to accept radical ideas and willing to shake the status quo
we established with such effort."
"Huh, I did not 'accept' anything. That idea was almost born with
me."
"Ah, you mean that radical ideas were born in you while you had
a sweet dream with a Parisian beauty over thirty years ago, eh?"
"No!"
All smiled.
"However, don't you ever imagine that you can fool us Genros,
particularly me, Saionji-san," Ito warned him.
"Me either. What is your next move?" Inouye asked.
"Huh, the Diet session has been successfully concluded. Genro
Inouye, I shall take a short trip to Manchuria-"
"What, you, the Premier, plan to leave the country to go to Man-
churia?" Ito was again puzzled.
"Yes, Genro, why not? The South Manchurian railway, south of
Changchun, and its branches, which came to us as spoils of the recent
war must be reorganized. We must administer the strip of land on
which the railroads are laid and manage Liaotung Peninsula. As
Premier, I'd better have first-hand knowledge of the acquisitions
before tackling the situation."
Ito said: "You can't break every political precedent I have estab-
lished."
"We'll not allow such unprecedented action," said Inouye with
authority.

